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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE  
 
 

The International Baccalaureate Programme (www.ibo.org) is a comprehensive and rigorous college-preparatory  
program designed to meet the needs of academically talented and highly motivated 11th and 12th grade students. Only  
schools authorized by the International Baccalaureate Organization in Geneva, Switzerland may offer the IB curriculum  
and allow their students to sit for IB examinations in hopes of earning an IB diploma. Students enrolled in IB schools 
throughout the world take the same curriculum and sit for the same examinations. Cumberland Valley High School is 
currently a candidate school seeking authorization to offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme in the 
fall of 2011.  
Internationally recognized as one of the most challenging college-preparatory curricula available, this prestigious  
program is offered in over 3,035 schools in 139 countries. IB students are assured that their courses of study conform to 
world standards, not merely local, state, or national standards. The student who fulfills IB's expectations demonstrates a  
strong commitment to learning, in terms of both the mastery of subject content and the development of the skills and 
discipline necessary for success in a competitive world. The effectiveness of the IB program is due to the depth of the  
individual courses and the comprehensive nature of the total program. In grades 11 and 12, IB Diploma Candidates  
follow a prescribed course of study in six disciplines, sit for examinations in each discipline, and fulfill additional  
requirements of the program. Students successfully completing the program earn the IB diploma in addition to their 
Cumberland Valley diploma and may earn college credit and advanced standing at colleges and universities.  
 
Mission Statement of the IB Organization  
The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who  
help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the IBO  
works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international  
education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, 
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.  
 
The IB Learner Profile  
The IB Learner Profile is the mission statement of the IB Organization translated into a set of learning outcomes. IB  
learners strive to be:  
 
Inquirers  
 
 
 
Knowledgeable  
 
 
 
Thinkers  
 
 
Communicators  
 
 
 
Principled  
 
 
 
Open-minded  

 
They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and  
research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of 
learning will be sustained throughout their lives.  
 
They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing,  
they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range 
of disciplines.  
 
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and 
approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.  
 
They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one  
language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in 
collaboration with others.  
 
They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the  
dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own 
actions and the consequences that accompany them.  
 
They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the  
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed  
to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the 
experience.  



Caring  
 
 
 
Risk-takers  
 
 
 
Balanced  
 
 
Reflective  

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They  
have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of 
others and to the environment.  
 
They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the  
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate 
in defending their beliefs.  
 
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve 
personal well-being for themselves and others.  
 
They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess  
and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal 
development.  

 
© International Baccalaureate Organization, IB Learner Profile Booklet, March 2006.  
 
Profile of an IB Student  
The highly motivated student who possesses or is willing to acquire the following traits is a good candidate for the IB  
Program. Successful IB students should:  
• be self motivated  
• have a desire for intellectual and academic challenges  
• have the ability to effectively communicate  
• have international interests• possess analytical and critical thinking skills  
• possess good time management skills  
• be open to new ideas and tolerant of different beliefs  
• participate in school and community activities • 
possess the willingness to share and cooperate  
• have the ability to synthesize  
• have broad interests  
 
 
IB Diploma Requirements  
Students must select one course from each of the following six IB subject groups:  
 
Group 1: Language A 1- Study of the student's  
native language  
 
Group 2: Language A2, B, Ab Initio- Study of a  
foreign language  
 
Group 3: Individuals and Societies- Study of  
human behavior  
 
Group 4: Experimental Sciences- Study of  
experimental sciences***  
 
Group 5: Mathematics - Study of math  
knowledge, concepts and principles  
 
Group 6: Electives - Study of the Arts or a second  
course from Group 3 or 4  

 
English HL*  
 
 
French SL, German SL, Spanish SL, Spanish Ab  
Initio  
 
History of the Americas HL*, Psychology SL  
 
 
Biology SL, Chemistry HL, Physics SL  
 
 
Math SL, Math HL  
 
 
Art HL, Music HL, Psychology SL, Biology SL,  
Chemistry HL or Physics SL  

 
*required course *** Students are required to complete a Group 4 Project. Students from different Group 4 subjects will  
work collaboratively to analyze a common topic or problem. The emphasis is on the processes involved in scientific 
investigation rather than the products of such investigation.  



At least three but not more than four of the six subjects are taken at the higher level of study. A higher level (HL)  

subject requirth 240 hours of study, takes two years to complete and consists of two one-credit courses taken in sequence es  

during the 11 and 12th grade year. Standard level (SL) subjects require 150 hours of sthtudy and mthay take place over one  
or two years. One-year SL courses are one-credit courses and may be taken during 11 and/or 12 grade. SL one-year  
courses require two lab periods per six day cycle to ensure that the hour requirement is met. Two-year SL courses  
consist of two one-credit courses taken in sequence during the 11th and 12th grade year. One year IB Courses (SL) will  
be tested at the end of year one and weighted 1.130. Two year IB Courses (SL I and II, HL I and II) will be tested at the 
end of year two and weighted 1.125 in year one and 1.130 in year two.  
 
In addition to the academic requirements, diploma students must also complete CAS, EE and TOK over the course of  
their junior and senior year. Students will: receive a P/F grade for .25 credit in their senior year for completing  
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS), receive a P/F grade for .25 credit in their senior year for completing the Extended 
Essay (EE); receive a percentage grade for .5 credit in their junior year and .5 credit in their senior year for Theory of 
Knowledge (TOK) which will be weighted 1.125. In addition, CAS will serve as the Graduation Project requirement.  
 

 
 
CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) Requirements  .25 credit  
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop internationally minded people who become active, compassionate and  
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. CAS is at the heart of the 
Diploma Programme. You will be involved in a range of activities beyond the academic classroom. CAS enables you to 
enhance your personal and interpersonal development through experiential learning. It provides a counterbalance to the 
academic pressures of the rest of the Diploma Programme. It provides a personal journey of self-discovery while being 
challenging and enjoyable. CAS allows the student to:  

Be a reflective thinker - you develop an understanding of your own strengths and limitations, you identify goals  
and devise strategies for personal growth  
Be willing to accept new challenges and new roles  
Be aware of yourself as a member of communities with responsibilities towards others and the environment  
Be an active participant in sustained, collaborative projects  
Be balanced - you will enjoy and find significance in a range of activities involving intellectual, physical,  
creative and emotional experiences.  
 

The three strands of CAS, which are often interwoven with particular activities, are characterized as follows: 
Creativity: arts, and other experiences that involve creative thinking.  
Action: physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, complementing academic work elsewhere in the Diploma 
Programme.  
Service: an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student. The rights, dignity and autonomy of 
all those involved are respected.  
CAS should involve:  

Real, purposeful activities, with significant outcomes  
A personal challenge - tasks must extend you and be achievable in scope 
Thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, reporting 
Reflection on outcomes and personal learning.  
 

ALL PROPOSED CAS activities must meet these four criteria. CAS activities MUST continue on a CONTINUOUS 
basis over a MINIMUM of 18 MONTHS. CAS MUST continue until at least February of the senior year. CAS is 
required to be eligible for the IB diploma.  
 
 
Extended Essay  .25 credit  
Prerequisite: IB Diploma Candidates only  
Each IB Diploma candidate is required to complete an extended essay on a topic of their choice from the approved  
subject area fields. The process will begin in the student's junior year and continue through their senior year. The student  
must select a mentor from the faculty with whom they will meet for approximately five hours during the course of the 
writing process. The essay is research-based and must be 4000 words in length and include an abstract of 300 words as  



well. There is no formal class but the students will be required to meet as a group at certain times during the process and  
to meet certain requirements by the agreed-upon dates.  
 
 
Theory of Knowledge  .5 credit  
Prerequisite: IB Diploma Candidates only  
Theory of Knowledge is an interdisciplinary, coherent approach to learning and knowledge that is intended to synthesize  
what the students have learned up to this point in their education and aid them in evaluating knowledge claims  
henceforth. The course will span the junior and senior years with its intent to help students analyze, question, and  
interpret the ways of knowing (emotion, reason, language and sense perception) and the areas of knowledge (natural and  
human sciences, the arts, mathematics, ethics and history). It is a student-centered course, based primarily on class  
discussions focusing on the students as knowers as they reflect on their own experiences as learners in both the academic  
setting as well as their everyday lives. The goal is to produce individuals who are philosophers in the truest sense of the  
word—lovers of wisdom—as they search for truth with a critical eye and an open mind so that they will become life-  
long learners. As Socrates stated, ―The unexamined life is not worth living.� As we enter a world that is more and more  
shaped by the internet and one in which everyone has access to all sorts of information at the touch of a button, it is 
essential for students to be able to examine and evaluate the information that is out there for their consumption.  
The design of the course is for students to evaluate their own learning and knowledge claims by giving them a  
framework to do so within. We will do this through daily analysis of literary and philosophical works, newspaper and 
magazine articles, internet passages, statements and quotations, as well as television and radio shows and movies, etc., 
followed by open discussions along with journal writing before and after the analysis and discussion. This process will 
foster a dialogue with all others, past and present. In addition the students will be required to start, moderate, and bring  
to a close, at various times throughout the year, the class discussions. This will cause the students to be more open-  
minded and not allow their own personal opinions to shape the discussion as they are there to moderate not to move the 
discussion in a specific direction.  
 

 
IB Assessments  
Students are assessed by examinations which heavily emphasize a writing component. The exams, which will be  
taken in May, will be mailed to various locations throughout the world where approximately 4,000 examiners will  
participate in the assessment of student work. Each examination is graded on a scale of 1 to 7. A minimum total of 24  
points in the six academic subjects plus the satisfactory completion of the central elements are required to earn the  
diploma. Extra points can be earned through the TOK and the Extended Essay. Parents are responsible for the cost of all  
IB Assessments. In addition, students who opt to take IB Courses as Certificate Students will be responsible for the 
yearly registration fees. Full Diploma Students will not pay the registration fees.  
 

 
 

The Pre-IB Experience (9th and 10th graderths)  

A rigorous academic experience in 9ththand 10 thgrades is crucial in order to develothp the scholastic skills and mastery of  
content required for success in the 11 and 12 grade IB Program. The current 9 and 10th grade Honors and AP  

offerings comprise ourthPre-IB Program. Highly motivated and academically successful students who do not follow an  
honors curriculum in 9 and 10th grade but are interested in pursuing IB may do so by speaking with their counselor or  
the IB Coordinator.  



IB COURSE DESCRIPTIONS  
 
 

English Section of Program of Studies  
IB English HL I  
This course aims to engage the complex ideas conveyed in the language of literature and to achieve an understanding of  
not only what those texts convey, but also how they convey that meaning. Intended for juniors, this course focuses on  
novels and the cultures that produced them. After reading, discussing, analyzing, and evaluating novels such as  
Atonement, The Things They Carried, The Stranger and Woman at Point Zero, students will be required to demonstrate  
their own understandings of the assigned texts through written essays, spoken presentations and discussions. Summer 
reading of three different novels is required.  
 
IB English HL II  
This course is an extension of IB English I. The first semester expands the previous course's study of novels to include  
poetry and drama, focusing on understanding the differences between each of these literary forms. With that broader 
understanding of literary forms in mind, the second semester returns to the novel, using works such as Benito Cereno  
and Midnight's Children to point out variations within that one form. After reading, discussing, analyzing and  
evaluating the course's texts, students will need to demonstrate their own understandings of the assigned texts through  
discussion, an individual commentary, written essays, and the culminating IB English exam in May. Summer reading of 
four different novels is required.  
 

 
 
 

World Language Section of Program of Studies  
IB French SL I  
The skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are highly integrated. Selections from French literature with  
accompanying historical background are covered. Current events are discussed and viewed when appropriate.  
Previously learned grammar is reviewed and advanced grammatical concepts are practiced and developed. The use of  
French is required in the classroom at all times. Active student participation is an integral component of this course. The 
fourth year of French study is intended to prepare students for French V, which is the second year IB course.  
 
IB French SL II  
This is the second year IB course. The overall objective of the course is to perfect the four skills in French language  
acquisition with regards to the four domains: reading, writing, listening and speaking. By studying and manipulating  
the French language through culturally embedded reading, writing, speaking and listening activities, students will be able  
to meet the aims and objectives of expressing themselves in a globally and culturally aware manner. Advanced  
grammatical concepts will be integrated through authentic materials focusing on all four areas of proficiency. At the end of 
the fifth year of study, students will be prepared to take the IB Exams.  
 
IB German SL I  
The skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are highly integrated. Selections from German literature with  
accompanying historical background are covered. Current events are discussed and viewed when appropriate.  
Previously learned grammar is reviewed and advanced grammatical concepts are practiced and developed. The use of  
German is required in the classroom at all times. Active student participation is an integral component of this course. 
The fourth year of German study is intended to prepare students for German V, which is the second year IB course.  
IB German SL II  
This is the second year IB course. The overall objective of the course is to perfect the four skills in German language 
acquisition with regards to the four domains: reading, writing, listening and speaking. By studying and manipulating 
the German language through culturally embedded reading, writing, speaking and listening activities, students will be  
able to meet the aims and objectives of expressing themselves in a globally and culturally aware manner. Advanced  
grammatical concepts will be integrated through authentic materials focusing on all four areas of proficiency. At the end of 
the fifth year of study, students will be prepared to take the IB Exams.  
 
IB Spanish SL I  
The skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are highly integrated. Selections from Spanish literature with  



accompanying historical background are covered. Current events are discussed and viewed when appropriate.  
Previously learned grammar is reviewed and advanced grammatical concepts are practiced and developed. The use of  
Spanish is required in the classroom at all times. Active student participation is an integral component of this course. 
The fourth year of Spanish language study is intended to prepare students for Spanish V, which is the second year IB 
course.  
IB Spanish SL II  
This is the second year IB course. The overall objective of the course is to perfect the four skills in Spanish language  
acquisition with regards to the four domains: reading, writing, listening and speaking. By studying and manipulating 
the Spanish language through culturally embedded reading, writing, speaking and listening activities, students will be  
able to meet the aims and objectives of expressing themselves in a globally and culturally aware manner. Advanced  
grammatical concepts will be integrated through authentic materials focusing on all four areas of proficiency. At the end of 
the fifth year of study, students will be prepared to take the IB Exams.  
 
IB Spanish Ab Initio I  
Prerequisite: No previous Spanish experience.  
Spanish Ab Initio ("from the beginning" in Latin) is a fast-paced class taught over 2 years. Year 1 of Spanish Ab Initio is  
designed for students who have no previous experience in Spanish and stresses communication through proper  
pronunciation, comprehension of oral and written Spanish, oral expression, written response employing grammatical  
constructions, and familiarity with Hispanic culture. These goals are accomplished through the use of authentic Spanish  
texts and the study of Spanish-speaking people around the world. Students must be registered with the International 
Baccalaureate diploma program or have very high language acquisition abilities to enroll.  
 
IB Spanish Ab Initio II  
Prerequisite: IB Spanish Ab Initio Year 1  
Year 2 of Spanish Ab Initio is an extremely rigorous course that requires students to use material from year 1 and to  
further develop their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. These skills will be refined through the use of  
authentic Spanish texts and the study of Spanish-speaking people around the world. Course instruction will often be 
delivered in Spanish and students will be expected to communicate in the target language as well. Students must be 
registered with the International Baccalaureate diploma program or have very high language acquisition abilities to 
enroll.  
 
 

Social Studies Section of Program of Studies  
IB Hith ory of the Americas HL I st  
IB 20 Century Topics spans the first year of a two year higher level (HL) course. It is a thematic based study of the  
modern world. Among other things, students will evaluate the causes, practices, and effects of the two world wars, assess  
the origin and development of authoritarian states, and analyze the origin and nature of the Cold War. All of the topics  
covered in this course will be studied from an international perspective. The course will emphasize higher level thinking 
and will include extensive outside reading, writing, and research requirements. Emphasis will be placed on the research 
and critical analysis of primary sources to arrive at original historical conclusions.  
IB History of the Americas HL II  
IB History of the Americas is the second year of a two year higher level (HL) course. It is a thematic based study of  
political, economic, social, and cultural developments in North, Central, and South America from the early 18th century  
through the mid-1990s. The thematic studies will include the evolution of new governments and confederations, the  
United States Civil War, and the Americas and the Cold War. The course will emphasize higher level thinking and will  
include extensive outside reading, writing, and research requirements. Students will participate in the process of  
historical inquiry and thinking in order to assess the accuracy and reliability of historical sources in order to synthesize  
conflicting interpretations of past events. An integral part of this course is the creation of a research project on a  
historical topic during the fall. Students will be expected to take three examinations spanning two days in early to mid- 
May.  
 
IB Psychology SL  
The SL Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the scientific study of the behaviour and mental processes  
of human beings. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with some of 
the major perspectives within psychology. The students will holistically study three core aspects of psychology. The  



first is the biological level of analysis which will study what is similar among all of us. The cognitive and sociocultural  
levels of analysis will study the diversity between us. There will be two lab periods per six day cycle to explore these 
levels of analysis in greater depth. In addition, the course will attempt to explain the complexities of defining ―normal  
behaviour� by focusing on the historical and contemporary study of Abnormal Psychology. Through reflection, students  
will develop and understanding that although we are all biologically similar, our various cultures provide for vastly  
different lifestyles and needs and empathy for each culture is needed to facilitate that international understanding.  
 
 

Science Section of Program of Studies  
 

IB Biology SL  
Prerequisite: Chemistry I and Biology I (Chemistry I can be taken concurrently)  
Grades 11-12  
This course is designed for students who are interested in a rigorous second year of biology. This course will survey  
topics such as cell biology, chemistry of life, ecology and conservation, microbes and biotechnology, genetics, evolution, 
and human health and physiology. Students should expect to be in the field and laboratory for many lessons (two double  
lab periods are scheduled per cycle). Field trips are offered in this course to acquire hands-on experience relative to  
important components of this course of study. This class is designed to prepare students for a collegiate entry level  
biology class. This class should appeal to students interested in pursuing biology at the collegiate level as well as  
students who simply want to learn more biology. Sitting for the IB Exam is required of the IB registered students. In  
addition, IB Chemistry, Biology and Physics students will work collaboratively on a Group IV Project to analyze a  
common topic or problem. The emphasis of this project will be the processes involved in scientific investigation rather 
than the products of such investigation.  
 
 
IB Chemistry HL I  
Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Biology (must be 11th or 12th grade also)  
IB Chemistry HL is a rigorous, two year course in chemistry that will prepare a student for the IB Chemistry exam  
(external assessment) at the completion of both years. Both years will meet 8 times in a 6 day cycle with two of those 
days being consecutive periods for lab and project work.  
IB Chemistry HL I will be the first year of the course where students will be introduced to a subject specific core of  
topics in addition to a Group 4 project. The Group 4 project will require students to work with student in both the  
Physics SL and Biology SL courses for proper completion. Along with a subject core of topics, students will be expected to 
complete laboratory experiments to fulfill completion of the internal assessment piece of the IB Chemistry program.  
This course will build a global understanding of chemistry while giving students a strong foundation of chemistry to help  
them with their approach to higher level science in college. Technology use will be an integral part of the chemistry  
program and students will leave with a strong knowledge of how technology is applied in all chemistry fields in a global  
context. Collaboration and communication skills will be developed throughout the course and laboratory work for 
helping students prepare for the business and scientific fields in our 21st Century global workforce.  
 
 
IB Chemistry HL II  
Prerequisite: Completion of IB Chemistry HL I recommended but not required (First Year) This course could be taken 
after completion of College Prep or Honors Chemistry I.  
This course will meet 8 times in a 6 day cycle with two of those days being consecutive periods for lab and project work.  
IB Chemistry HL II will be the second year of the two year rigorous course building on the topics presented in the first 
year course. Student's knowledge and abilities will continue to be developed for preparation for the IB Chemistry HL  
exam. This course will include two specific topics of chemistry that will be developed over 25 hours each. The student's  
ability to analyze, evaluate and synthesize chemical data and information will be tested on a regular basis through 
laboratory experiments. Students will leave this course with an understanding of how chemistry applies in a global  
economy through an understanding of how scientists communicate knowledge and lab discoveries. They will see how  
history has brought us to our current technology. This course will include a focus on biochemistry topics to show 
students the organic side of chemistry and how chemistry connects to living things.  



IB Physics SL  
Prerequisite: Current or previous enrollment in Pre-Calculus with Trig  
This IB Standard Level course takes place eight times a cycle, with two laboratory periods per cycle. This course is for  
college-bound student in the sciences. The course will study physics from an international perspective, with an emphasis on 
structured labs, open-ended labs, and research papers. All students in the IB Physics SL class will be required to take  
part in the Group 4 project, an interdisciplinary project that emphasizes cooperation and collaboration with other  
students in other science classes. Students will sit for the International Baccalaureate Standard Level Physics Exam in the 
Spring.  
 

 
 
 

Math Section of Program of Studies  
IB Mathematics SL I  
Prerequisite: CP or Honors Algebra II  
This course is taught over two years and caters to students who anticipate a need for a sound mathematical background in 
preparation for future studies of topics such as mathematics, science, psychology, economics and business. The first year 
of the course focuses on introducing important math concepts through the development of mathematical techniques.  
Topics include Number and Algebra, Functions and Equations, Trigonometry, Vector Geometry, Statistics and  
Probability. A TI - 83 Plus calculator is mandatory. Students must complete a mathematical modeling portfolio 
problem as a requirement in the IB program.  
 
IB Mathematics SL II  
Prerequisite: Mathematics SL (Year 1)  
This course is the second half of Mathematics SL. This course focuses primarily on Calculus, including limits,  
derivatives and their application, integrals finite and infinite, and basic application of the integral. Students must 
complete a mathematical investigation for their IB portfolio.  
 
IB Mathematics HL I  
Prerequisite: Honors Precalculus  
The purpose of this demanding course is to require the student to study a broad range of mathematical topics in a 
meaningful and rigorous manner over the course of two years. It is designed for those who are competent in the 
analytical and technical mathematical skills leading up to the study of calculus. Students taking this course should either 
have a deep interest in the study of mathematics or have the intention of being enrolled in a mathematics intensive major 
for their university studies. These majors include but are not limited to mathematics, physics, and engineering. Students 
will be assessed through unit quizzes and tests in the context of the IB Curriculum. In addition, students will complete 
the first portion of their portfolio. Portfolio entries are original, technical mathematical papers that comprise the 
student's Internal Examination which is a requirement (along with the External Examination taken at the end of the 
second year) as part of the student's overall IB Assessment Mark. A Graphics Display Calculator is required for this 
course.  
 
IB Mathematics HL II  
Prerequisite: IB Mathematics HL Year One  
This is the second year of the rigorous two-year course designed to prepare students for the IB External and Internal  
Examinations. Students will be required to complete a summer assignment. They will also complete the second portion  
of their portfolio. Students will be assessed through unit quizzes and tests in the context of the IB Curriculum and will be 
prepared to take the IB Mathematics External Examination at the end of the year. The IB External Examination is a  
three part test composed of both short-response and extended-response questions. A Graphics Display Calculator is 
required for this course.  



Art Section Program of Studies  
IB Art SL I  
Prerequisite: ―C� or higher in Introduction to 2D or 3D Art I; AP Art History is recommended but not required  
This course is designed for the visual arts student with creative and imaginative abilities. Students will explore formal 
and technical skills related to art research and production through investigative Workbook and Studio Work. Students  
will demonstrate purposeful exploration and inquiry through an integrated approach to visual art phenomenon. Using an 
informed vocabulary, students will analyze the meaning and aesthetic qualities of art forms. Students will do University 
level work while in high school in a highly personalized way. Students will be expected to: investigate past, present and  
emerging forms of visual arts and engage in the production, appreciation and evaluation of these art forms; develop an  
understanding of visual arts from a local, national and international perspective; build confidence in responding visually  
and creatively to personal and cultural experiences; develop skills in and sensitivity towards the creation of works that  
reflect active and individual involvement; take responsibility for the direction of their learning through the acquisition of  
effective working practices. Students will have two options: a) focus on critical art research and analysis that leads to 
artistic production or b) focus on artistic production that is backed up by critical art research and analysis.  
 
IB Art SL II  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB Art SL I  
Students will continue to focus on the option that they selected in IB Art SL I. A continuation of the synthesis of artistic 
skills and concepts in works that are personally, socio-culturally and aesthetically meaningful will be a goal of IB Art SL  
II. Students will demonstrate clearly in visual and written terms how personal research leads to an understanding of the  
topics or concepts being investigated. There will be an exploration of an interrelationship between their research and 
their artistic production and students will demonstrate growth and commitment through the study of art.  
 
IB Art HL* I  
Prerequisite: ―C� or higher in Introduction to 2D or 3D Art I; AP Art History is recommended but not required  
*This class will meet two additional periods per six day cycle to incorporate more studio time.  
This course is designed for the specialist visual arts student with creative and imaginative abilities who may pursue the  
visual arts at university or college level. This course explores formal and technical skills related to art research and  
production through investigative Workbook and Studio Work. Students will demonstrate purposeful exploration and  
inquiry through an integrated approach to visual art phenomenon. Using an informed vocabulary, students will analyze 
the meaning and aesthetic qualities of art forms. Students will do University level work while in high school in a highly 
personalized way. Students will be expected to: investigate past, present and emerging forms of visual arts and engage in 
the production, appreciation and evaluation of these art forms; develop an understanding of visual arts from a local, 
national and international perspective; build confidence in responding visually and creatively to personal and cultural  
experiences; develop skills in and sensitivity towards the creation of works that reflect active and individual  
involvement; take responsibility for the direction of their learning through the acquisition of effective working practices. 
Students will have two options: a) focus on critical art research and analysis that leads to artistic production or b) focus on 
artistic production that is backed up by critical art research and analysis.  
 
IB Art HL* II  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB Art HL I  
*This class will meet two additional periods per six day cycle to incorporate more studio time.  
Students will continue to focus on the option they selected in IB Art HL I. A continuation of the synthesis of artistic  
skills and concepts in works that are personally, socio-culturally and aesthetically meaningful will be a goal of this  
course. Students will demonstrate clearly in visual and written terms how personal research leads to an understanding of 
the topics or concepts being investigated. There will be an exploration of an interrelationship between their research and 
their artistic production and students will demonstrate growth and commitment through the study of art. Students will do  
University level work while in high school in a highly personalized way. Students will be expected to: investigate past, 
present and emerging forms of visual arts and engage in the production, appreciation and evaluation of these art forms;  
develop an understanding of visual arts from a local, national and international perspective; build confidence in  
responding visually and creatively to personal and cultural experiences; develop skills in and sensitivity towards the 
creation of works that reflect active and individual involvement; take responsibility for the direction of their learning 
through the acquisition of effective working practices.  



Music Section Program of Studies  
 

IB Music HL I  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of one or more of the following- Music Appreciation, AP Music Theory, Music  
Theatre, Band, Chorus, Orchestra, Guitar I & II or Guitar Ensemble  
The objective of this course, which is available to non-IB students as well, is to give the student the tools to approach the 
study of music as a musician and to learn to communicate with others using musical language as a universal language.  
Year one will focus on the elements of western music, world music, music theory, solfeggio and performance. A  
background of literacy on one's personal instrument is necessary and all students should be able to demonstrate basic  
musical proficiency. Instrumental students should be able to perform all major scales up to four sharps and four flats and  
the chromatic scale. Instrumental students should be able to perform a complete work (i.e. baroque, classical, romantic,  
contemporary, etc.). Vocal students should be able to demonstrate proficiency with at least one piece of musical  
literature which may include German Lieder, Italian Art Songs, or any other major work from Oratorios as well as some 
understanding of jazz and gospel style. All students should be proficient in sight reading.  
 
IB Music HL II  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB Music HL I  
This course is the continuation of IB Music HL I with an emphasis on solo performance through chamber music and a  
solo recital. Instrumental students should be able to perform all major and natural minor scales and the chromatic scale. 
Students should also be able to perform two works of contrasting style, (i.e. baroque, classical, romantic, contemporary, 
etc.). Vocal students should be able to present two pieces of contrasting style which may include German Lieder, Italian  
Art Songs, or any other major work from Oratorios and some understanding of jazz and gospel style. Students will  
acquire an understanding of 16th and 18th century harmony and counterpoint and experience working with the elements  
of composition at this level. The focus will continue to promote musical literacy through performance and academic  
studies to give the student the tools to be a lifelong learner in the musical arts. Students will be prepared to present a 20  
minute solo recital, submit an original composition, write a critical essay and take the IB Music HL exam at the 
conclusion of this course.  
 

Suggested Course Sequencing Chart  
 
 
 

Subject  9th Grade  10th Grade  11th Grade  12th Grade  
 

Group 1:  English HL  Honors  Honors  English HL I  English HL II  
Language A1  English L1  English L1  
 

Group 2:  French SL  French II  French  French SL I  French SL II  
Language B  Honors L 3  
 

German SL  German II  German  German SL I  German SL II  
Honors L3  
 

Spanish SL  Spanish II  Spanish  Spanish SL I  Spanish SL II  
Honors L3  
 

Language  Spanish  Chinese,  Chinese,  Spanish  Spanish  
Ab Initio  Ab Initio  Latin,  Latin,  Ab Initio I  Ab Initio II  

German or  German or  
French  French  



Group 3:  Psychology  n/a  n/a  Psychology  Psychology  
Individuals and  SL  SL  SL  
Societies  (grade  (grade  

11 or 12)  11 or 12)  
 
 

History of  AP World  AP  History of  History of  
Americas HL  History  Government  Americas  Americas  

& Economics  HL I  HL II  
 
 
 

Group 4:  Physics SL  Honors Earth  Honors  Physics SL  Physics SL 
Experimental  & Space  Chemistry  (grade 11 or  (grade 11 or  
Sciences  Science L1  Or Honors  12)  12)  

Biology  
 

Chemistry  Honors Earth  Honors  Chemistry  Chemistry  
HL  & Space  Chemistry  HL I  HL II  

Science L1  Or Honors  
Biology  
 

Biology  Honors Earth  Honors  Biology SL  Biology SL  
SL  & Space  Chemistry  (grade 11 or  (grade 11 or  

Science L1  Or Honors  12)  12)  
Biology  


